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STAFFORDSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIE. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 


Preiented  to  the  Council  at  the  Quarterly  Meeting, 
Novemlier  10th,  W17, 


Preliminai‘y  Note. 

Tliis,  1U3"  IVenty-eighth  Annual  Report,  is  again  considerabl}' 
curtailed  because  of  the  iiivStructions  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
to  the  effect  that  during  the  war  medical  officers  of  health  will  not 
be  expected  to  give  a  detailed  account  of  sanitar>’  work  during  the 
year,  but,  apart  from  statistical  matter,  to  confine  themselves  to 
references  to  specially  important  matters.  Reference  to  the  text 
of  the  reports  of  district  medical  officers  of  health,  therefore,  is  again 
omitted.  I  give,  however,  a  short  summary  of  the  work  earned  on 
by  the  Public  Healtli  Committee  for  the  twelve  months  ending 
June  30th,  1917,  together  with  special  summary  tables  dealing  with 
the  more  important  statistics.  As  regards  the  detail  tables  of  stal  is> 
tics,  the  matter  has  been  curtailed  and  re-arranged  in  accordance 
with  the  instructions  of  the  Local  Covennnent  Board,  and  the  smn- 
mary  table  dealing  with  the  sanitary  w^ork  in  the  districts  is  again 
omitted. 

GEO.  REID, 

County  Medicat  Officer  of  Heauth. 


Stafford, 

September,  1917’ 
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Stimmary  of  the  Years  Work. 


Summary  of  Year’s  Work  of  the  Pubeic  Heaeth  Committee 

OF  THE  County  Councie. 

In  my  last  year’s  summar}^  I  referred  to  a  scheme  of  health 
visiting  for  the  county  under  the  Notification  of  Births  (Extension) 
Act,  1915,  which  had  been  approved,  and  which  was  framed  to  em¬ 
brace  all  districts  where  schemes  sanctioned  by  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  were  not  already  in  operation.  This  scheme  came  into 
operation  on  October  ist,  1916,  and  made  provision  for  28  districts, 
with  a  total  population  of  258,762  (1911  census).  *  The  poiDulation 
now  rmder  the  County  Council  scheme  has  been  increased  to 
269,671,  b}^  the  inclusion  of  Heath  Tovm  and  Perry  Barr,  where 
local  schemes  were  abandoned  in  favour  of  the  county  scheme. 

The  administrative  work  is  carried  on  by  a  specially  appointed 
committee,  composed  of  members  of  the  Health  Committee  and  two 
co-opted  lady  members. 

The  Public  Health  Committee  have  had  mider  consideration  the 
need  for  supplementing  the  present  midwifery  service  of  the  cormty, 
and  a  scheme  with  that  object  in  view  has  been  approved  which, 
when  negotiations  as  to  working  machinery  now  in  progress  are 
completed,  will  be  submitted  to  the  County  Council. 

The  general  work  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  has  been 
further  curtailed  owing  to  the  depletion  of  the  office  staff.  Still, 
during  the  year  detailed  reports  of  sanitarj’  circumstances  in  Amble- 
cote,  Leek,  and  vStone  urban  districts  have  been  presented  to  the 
County  Coimcil,  and,  so  far  as  is  compatible  with  existing  circmn- 
stances,  steps  have  been  taken  to  secure  the  carrying  out  of  the 
recommendations  in  these  reports. 

]\Iuch  consideration  has  been  given  to  the  (]^uestion  of  makiixg 
adequate  provision  for  the  treatment  of  venereal  diseases,  and  a 
scheme  has  been  approved  which  will  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  cormty.  Unfortunately,  the  bringing  into  operation  of  the 
scheme  for  the  cormty  as  a  whole  has  been  dela^^ed  owing  to  the  atti- 


In  the  case  of  Lichfield  (City)  and  Rugeley  (Urban)  where  special 
arrangements  had  to  be  made  for  employing  the  health  visitors 
engaged  by  the  Lichfield  Rural  District  Council  the  scheme  did  not 
come  into  operation  until  Rebruay  and  April,  1917,  respectively. 
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tude  of  the  Corporation  of  Stoke-on-Trent  in  declining  to  agree  to 
the  medical  profession  being  represented  on  the  Borough  Venereal 
Diseases  Committee,  and  Ihe  consequent  refusal  of  the  medical  staff 
of  the  hospital  to  carry  out  the  scheme  already  approved.  Until 
some  solution  of  this  difficulty  can  be  found,  it  will  be  impossible  to 
bring  the  scheme  into  operation  in  the  northern  distr’cts  in  the  ad¬ 
ministrative  county. As  regards  the  southern  districts,  however, 
the  agreement  arrived  at  b}^  which  the  Wolverhampton  General  In¬ 
firmary  will  carr}^  on  the  work  in  accordance  with  a  joint  scheme, 
including  the  County  Borough  of  Wolverhampton,  enables  the  work 
to  be  started  as  soon  as  the  necessary  legal  formalities  are  complied 
with. 

The  routine  work  under  the  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Acts 
has  proceeded  on  former  lines,  the  work  of  inspecting  sewage  dis¬ 
posal  works  having  gone  on  systematically.  The  County  Rivers 
Inspector  pays  surprise  visits  to  the  various  sewage  disposal  works, 
and  it  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  record  that  his  visits  continue  to 
be  appreciated  rather  than  resented. 

Matters,  of  course,  have  not  improved  as  regards  direct  pollu¬ 
tion  of  streams,  both  in  the  north  and  south  of  the  county,  by  dis¬ 
charges  from  munition  works.  In  some  instances,  also,  the  connec¬ 
tion  of  such  works  with  sewers  has  taxed  the  purifying  capacity  of 
disposal  works  and  rendered  precautionary  measures  necessary  in 
order  to  prevent  serious  damage  to  the  plant. 

The  construction  of  new  works,  for  which  plans  have  been  ap¬ 
proved,  as  well  as  additions  and  improvements  in  existing  works, 
involving  capital  outlay,  are  still  in  abeyance  pending  the  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  war. 

The  Council  are  again  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  success 
which  has  attended  the  arrangements  for  the  gratuitous  bacteriologi¬ 
cal  examinations  in  suspected  cases  of  diphtheria,  enteric  fever,  and 
tuberculosis,  as  the  following  figures  sIi,ow 


*  Since  this  report  was  in  print  this  difliciuty  lias  been  overcome, 
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Commencement  of  Scheme,  Oct,  20, 

1 

1898,  to  June  30,  1899  . 

110 

101 

1 

212 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

^  From  July  1,  1899,  to  June  30,  1900 

19G 

180 

2 

378 

... 

... 

...  ; 

!  ... 

*  •  • 

... 

«•« 

^  From  Jan.,  1900,  to  June  30,  1900 

«  •  » 

4  •  • 

... 

... 

9 

14 

23 

^  5 

4 

... 

9 

From  July  1, 1900,  to  June  30,  1901 

350 

350 

30 

730 

30 

70 

100 

36 

36 

2 

74 

„  1901  „  „  1902' 

190 

367 

14 

571 

25 

6? 

92 

i  26 

! 

32 

3 

61 

..  „  1902  ,.  „  1903 

247 

421 

... 

663 

45 

77 

... 

122  1 

i 

i 

1  ^ 

41 

49 

„  1903  „  1904 

183 

324 

... 

507 

41 

107 

148  i 

i 

3 

34 

4 

41 

„  1904  „  1905 

231 

494 

22 

747 

36 

100 

••• 

136 

8 

24 

... 

32 

„  „  1905  „  „  1906 

271 

469 

15 

755 

56 

103 

... 

159 

13 

34 

4 

51 

a  „  „  1906  „  „  1907 

714 

771 

1485 

82 

120 

202 

18 

45 

63 

CO 

o 

o 

015 

660 

943 

... 

1603 

47 

103 

... 

150 

5 

33 

1 

39 

M  1908  „  „  1909 

333 

637 

... 

970| 

i  48 

! 

155 

... 

203 

15 

132 

3 

150 

..  1909  „  „  1910| 

350 

904 

1 

1255 

62 

187 

249 

11 

67 

1 

69 

M  1910  „  „  1911 

442 

1518 

' 

1961j 

55 

196 

' 

252 

13 

69 

3 

85 

d  „  „  1911  „  „  1912 

311 

1035 

... 

el  346 

13 

253 

266 

11 

202 

4 

2l7y 

„  „  1912  „  1913 

175 

549 

724 

109 

424 

... 

533 

10 

35 

... 

45 

'  1913  „  „  1914 

449 

1249 

... 

^^1698 

102 

536 

... 

638 

4 

SI 

«  »  ■ 

55 

1914  „  „  1915 

471 

1218 

... 

/i1689 

110 

410 

520 

21 

52 

... 

73 

/  „  „  1915  „  „  1916 

297 

774 

... 

^:1071 

87 

343 

430 

11 

30 

1 

42 

1  »  „  1916  „  „  1917 

352 

810 

... 

ml  162 

119 

422 

... 

541 

10 

32 

1 

43 

Totals  from  commencement  of 
Scheme  to  June  30, 1917  . 

6332 

13114 

86 

19532 

1076 

3687 

1 

4764 

228 

943 

27 

1198 

a  Seven  special  examinations  of  Cerebro-Spinal  fluid  for  Meningococcus, 
b  From  this  year  onwards,  excluding  Smethwick,  now  a  County  Borough. 
e  Excluding  five  Pottery  Towns  which,  with  Hanley,  now  constitute  the  new 
County  Borough  of  Stoke-on*Trent.  ^ 

ti  Handsworth  added  to  Birmingham  C.B.,  No%'ember  9,  1911. 
e  Including  224  “  Contacts.” 

/  Including  109  Special  Blood  Examinations  from  Cbeddleton  Asylum, 

'g  Including  185  "^Contacts.” 
h  Including  117  '*  Contacts.” 

t  Twelve  Special  Examinations  of  Cerebro-Spinal  fluid  and  swabf  for  Meningococcus, 
y  Thirty-two  ditto  ditto  ditto, 
k  Including  106  “Contac.s.” 

/  Thirty-one  Special  Examinations  of  Cerebro-Spinal  fluid  and  swabs  for  Meningo¬ 
coccus, 

m  Including  75  ”  Contacts,” 
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With  reference  to  the  administration  of  the  Midwives  Act, 
1902,  the  Council  have  already  been  informed  as  to  the  progress 
of  the  \vork  in  the  two  divisions  of  the  County,  but  the  following 
statement,  which  I  have  compiled  from  official  returns  and 
from  infoimation  supplied  by  the  Inspectors,  will  indicate  the 
present  position  of  the  County  as  regards  the  number  of  midwives 
on  the  Register,  and  the  nmnber  who  have  notified  their  intention 
to  practise,  as  well  as  other  details. 

The  number  of  certificated  midwives  on  the  Roll  is  605, 
of  whom  307  have  notified  their  intention  to  practise,  137  being 
trained  midrvives.  In  addition  to  these,  54  midwdves  residing  in 
county  boroughs  and  adjoining  counties  have  also  notified  their 
intention  to  practise  within  the  administrative  cotmty. 


The  ages  of  midwives  who  were  practising  in  the  administra* 
tivc  county  in  the  three  years  1915-—1917,  are  indicated  in 
groups  in  the  following  table 


J-)ISTRICT. 

5  to  45.  45  to  65. 

65  and 
Upwards. 

Total. 

_ 

1915- 

1916. 

1-917.  :  1915. 

1916. 

1917. 

1915- 

1916. 

1917, 

1915. 

1916. 

1917. 

North 

48 

37 

57  77 

74 

75 

32 

33 

34 

157 

144 

146 

vSouth 

53 

66 

59  79 

66 

59 

32 

39 

33 

164 

I7I 

I5I 

Total . . 

lOI 

103 

Th-  "i 

i  CJ-I  1 

1 

1  1 

140 

134 

' 

64 

72 

67 

321 

315 

297 

As  regards  the  number  of  cases  attended  by  midwives 
during  1916  in  the  two  areas  respectively,  the  figures  are  as 
follows 


No.  oi 
Midwives. 

i 

Births 

attended. 

Total 

Births. 

Percentage 
attended  by 
Mid  wives. 

Mean  number 
of  cases 
attended  per 
Midwife. 

North  . 

South  . 

148 

159 

3614 

7018 

5456 

11133 

66*0 

62*9 

24*4 

44’i 

The  total  number  of  cases  attended  by  midwives  only 
in  the  Administrative  County  during  1916  was  10632,  the 
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total  number  of  births  registered  being  16611.  It  thus  appears 
that  midwives  attended  approximately  64  per  cent,  of  the  total 
births  in  the  county,  the  percentage  for  the  previous  year  being  65 . 

During  the  period  covered  by  this  summary  (July  ist, 
1916,  to  June  30th,  1917),  in  compliance  with  the  rules  of  the 
Central  Midwives’  Board,  1540  notifications  have  been  received 
from  certified  midwives. 


The  following  figures  show  the  number  and  nature  of  notifica¬ 
tions  received  during  the  past  12  years  : — 


Mean  for  5  years, 
1905-6  j  1910-11 
to  1909-10.;  to  1914-15. 

1915-16. 

1916-17. 

Sending  for  medical  help 

547 

979 

1209 

1291 

Still  Births  . 

285 

217 

234 

213 

Death  of  Mother . 

3*4 

2-8 

4 

2 

Death  of  Child  . 

37 

35 

35 

34 

As  regards  the  steady  increase  in  the  notifications  of  sending 
for  medical  help,  the  figures  are  highly  satisfactory,  as  we  may 
fairly  infer  from  them  that  midwives  are  benefiting  by  the 
instruction  of  the  Inspectors,  and  are  realising  more  and  more  the 
importance  of  not  undertaking  the  sole  care  of  cases  presenting 
abnormal  features. 

These  figures  are  all  the  more  satisfactory  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  in  1907  Smethwick  was  constituted  a  County  Borough, 
thus  removing  40  certified  midwives  from  the  number  under 
the  control  of  the  Local  Supervising  Authority  of  the  County, 
and  also  because  of  the  transference  of  73  midwives  to  the  Local 
Supervising  Authority  of  the  County  Borough  of  Stoke-on-Trent, 
constituted  in  1910,  and  the  inclusion  of  Handsworth  in  the 
County  Borough  of  Birmingham  in  November,  1911. 

The  significance  of  these  figures  becomes  more  apparent 
when  represented  in  diagramatic  form  showing  the  relative 
proportion  of  medical  help  and  still  birth  forms  per  100  midwives 
in  each  year  : — 


NOTtfiCATiOKS  PER  iOO  MiDWI¥ES  . 
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It  will  thus  be  seen  that  while  the  notifications  of  stiU  births 
were  pretty  constant,  varying  between  the  limits  of  43  and  73 
per  100  luidwives,  the  corresponding  figures  of  sending  for 
medical  help  steadil}^  progressed  from  63  in  1905-6  to  420  in 
1916=17. 

To  some  extent  the  increase  durmg  the  past  four  years 
in  the  medical  help  cases  may  be  accounted  for  by  the 
Treasury  maternity  grant  of  30s. 


Sumniary  of  the  Yeays  Work. 


The  following  figures  slio^v  the  causes  which  occasioned 
the  sending  for  medical  lielj) 


Causes  of  sending  for  medical  aid. 

Northern 

District, 

Southern 

District. 

Total. 

Pregnancy : 

Abortion . . . 

I  25 

!  45 

Threatened  abortion 

9 

II 

i 

20 

Puffiness  of  face  and  hands 

II 

7 

18 

Pranature  birth  . 

2 

/ 

Q 

Fainting  . 

~ 

2 

? 

Varicose  Veins  . 

•  2 

7 

1 

9 

Fits  . 

— _ 

6 

6 

Vaginal  discharge  . 

I  " 

II 

12 

Unsatisfactory  condition 

6 

2 

8 

Prolapse  of  uterus  . 

I 

2 

3 

I'ixcessive  sickness  . 

- — 

e=> 

0 

-i 

0 

Loss  of  blood  . . 

4 

2 

6 

History  of  previous  still-births 
and  abortions  . . 

8 

8 

Oedema  of  leg  . 

3 

— _ 

3 

vSecretion  of  urine  . 

I 

I 

6o 

95 

155 

ivABOUK  : 

Abnormal  pres^tation . 

32 

50 

82 

Delayed  or  difficult  . 

74 

184 

338 

Placenta  prsevia . 

2 

7 

9 

Haemorrhage  ante  . 

13 

19 

32 

Ditto  post  . 

9 

t8 

27 

Eclampsia  . 

9 

9 

Prolapse  of  cord . 

4 

5  -  1 

9 

Lacerated  perinsemn  . 

56 

no 

166 

Retained  placenta  and  membranes 

17 

30  , 

47 

Unsatisfactory  condition 

8  ' 

II 

19 

Cough  . 

2 

— 

2 

Inertia  .  . 

14 

.  7 

21 

Contracted  pelvis  . 

3 

I 

4 

Purulent  discliarge  . 

I 

— 

I 

235  i 

451  i 

686 
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Causes  of  sending  for  medical  aid.  j 

Northern 

District. 

Southern  ^ 
District,  i 

Total. 

UYING-IN  : 

High  temperature  . 

24  1 

j 

26 

50 

Inflamed  and  painful  leg 

3  ! 

I 

4 

Convulsions  . 

2  ■  1 

4  1 

6 

Unsatisfactory  condition 

15  ' 

19  i 

34 

Offensive  lochia . 

2 

I  1 

3 

Sores  of  genitals . 

— 

I 

I 

Inflamed  breast . 

I 

— 

I 

Unusual  swelling  of  breasts 

— 

I 

I 

Abdominal  Swelling  &  tenderness 

3 

2 

5 

Child  : 

50 

55 

105 

Deformities  . 

9 

13 

22 

Convulsions  . . 

2 

13 

15 

Inflamed  and  discharging  eyes  ... 

36 

33 

69 

Feebleness  and  prematurity 

56 

121 

177 

Unsatisfactory  condition 

10 

16 

26 

!^ash  ...  ...-  »«• 

2 

5 

7 

Pemphigus  . 

I 

I 

2 

Club  foot . 

I 

4 

5 

Spina  Bifida  . 

5 

7 

12 

Hare  lip  and  cleft  palate 

I 

9 

10 

123 

i 

i  222 

345 

Grand  Total . 

468 

823 

1291 

Unless  reliable  information  is  otherwise  forthcoming,  it  is 
the  routine  practice  to  specially  inquire  into  the  circumstances 
attending  all  still-births  reported  by  midwives,  also,  in  special 
circumstances,  inquiries  are  made  into  cases  where  medical 
help  is  sent  for  as  well  as  when  deaths  of  mothers  or  infants 
are  reported,  and  it  is  the  invariable  practice  when  cases  of 
puerperal  fever  attended  by  a  midwife  only  in  the  first  instance 
are  reported  to  specially  inquire  into  the  circumstances.  In 
the  following  table  figures  are  given  showing  the  mnnber  of 
ordinary  visits  paid  by  the  Midwife  Inspectors  as  well  as  special 
visits,  the  outcome  of  notifications  received  : — 


Visits  of  Inspectors,  Notifications,  Inquiries,  &c.,  during  the  Tweeve  Months, 

July  ist,  1916,  to  June  30TH,  1917. 
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Siimmayy  of  the  Year's  Work. 

As  regards  the  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  two  inspectors, 
it  will  bo  seen  that  those  in  the  southern  area  largely  exceed 
those  in  the  noithem.  This  is  entirely  accounted  for  by  the 
fact  that  the  population  in  the  south  is  larger  and  much  more 
concentrated,  thus  necessitating  the  expenditure  of  less  time  in 
travelling,  and  these  facts  were  taken  into  accomit  in  constituting 
the  two  areas,  the  object  being  to  equalise  the  work  as  far  as 
possible. 

In  addition  to  the  routine  inquiries,  22  reported  irregularities 
were  specially  investigated.  Of  these,  thirteen  were  dealt  with 
by  letters  of  caution  from  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ; 
one  w'as  fonnally  censured  by  the  Local  Supervising  Authority  ; 
five  %vere  reported  to  the  Central  l^Hdwives  Board  ;  and  in  one  case 
the  midwife  voluntarily  surrendered  her  certificate.  As  regards 
the  five  midwives  dealt  ^vith  by  the  Central  ^lidwives  Board, 
one  was  cautioned  and  the  certificates  of  four  %vere  cancelled . 

Since  the  Act  came  into  operation,  the  names  of  83  midwives 
have  been  removed  from  the  Roll  as  the  result  of  representations 
to  the  Board  by  the  Local  Supervising  Authority*. 

It  would  appear  that  the  policy  of  the  Local  Supervising 
Authority  in  prosecuting  women  who,  though  unceitificated,  have 
practised  as  midwives,  has  had  the  desired  effect,  for,  during  the 
year  under  review  no  such  proceedings  had  to  be  taken. 

During  the  year  two  midwives  have  died. 

In  the  following  table  paiticulars  as  regards  equipment,  etc. 
of  certificated  midwives  are  set  forth 


1 


PARTICUI,AIiS  AS  TO  EQUIPMENT  AND  EFFICIENCY  OF  MiDWIVES  VISITED. 


Stimmary  of  the  Year's  Work. 
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Summary  of  the  Year’s  Work. 


As  regards  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  Acts  in  this  County  by  the  Public  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  County  Council  is  highly  efficient. 

The  County  is  divided  into  two  areas  under  the  charge  of 
two  Senior  Inspectors,  who  have  under  them  assistants,  and 
who  also  have  the  power  of  appointing*  further  temporary  assis¬ 
tants  as  occasion  requires.  The  work  under  the  Weights  and 
Measures  Act  is  also  under  the  same  administration  and  staff. 

As  regards  the  number  of  samples  collected,  this  County 
compares  favourably,  I  think,  with  other  counties.  In  the 
following  table  I  have  set  forth  the  samples  which  were  analysed 
during  the  year  1916,  together  with  the  results 


Summary  of  the  Years  Work, 
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1  No.  of 

No. 

!  Samples 

1  Sub- 
1  mitted. 

No. 

Genuine. 

Adulter¬ 

ated. 

Cautions 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

Con  vie - 
'  tions. 

Arrowroot 

'  6 

6 

Baking  Powder  . . 

8 

8 

•  • 

Butter  . . 

403 

388 

15 

7 

4  ♦ 

2 

Cheese 

2 

2 

.  • 

Coffee  '  .. 

1.8 

18 

•  ^ 

1 

Cornflour  , . 

1. 

1 

.  . 

i 

Cream 

_1 

1 

.  • 

Cream  of  Tartar  . . 

3 

0 

0 

•  • 

•  -• 

Custard  Powder  . . 

9 

.  9 

.  • 

Egg  Powder 

6 

4 

2f 

Flour 

17 

17 

Flour  (Self-raising) 

15 

15 

Ginger  (Ground)  . . 

17 

17 

Lard 

122 

122 

,  * 

Lard  compound  . , 

1 

1 

•  •  ' 

^  « 

Lard  (Nut) 

1 

1 

•  ^ 

Margarine 

16 

16 

•  • 

2 

10§ 

10 

Milk  ..  .., 

1301 

1191 

no 

51 

57  + 

47 

Mustard  . . 

9 

9 

\ 

•  • 

Mustard  condiment 

1 

1  1 

•  % 

Oatmeal  . . 

2 

2  ! 

•  •  ! 

«  • 

Pearl  Barley 

1 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

Pepper 

43 

43  i 

•  • 

•  • 

Rice 

1 

1  i 

•  • 

•  •  i 

ft  • 

Spirits 

1 

1  1 

« • 

i 

*  *  j 

•  « 

•  • 

Tartaric  Acid 

2 

.2 

•  * ... 

..  . .  •  _ 

Tea 

1 

1 

*  • 

..  i 

Totals  . .  _ 

2008 

.  1881 

127  -  : 

60 

71 

^  Two  Voiuid  over  to  appear.  '  |  Exposed  for' sale  unlabelledr 

t  No  proceedings,  t  -Four  oases  dismissed,  four  cases'  witKdrawn 
on  payment  of  costs  and  two  cases  mthdrawn,  wholesale 
dealer  proceeded  against. 
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Area  and  Population. 


Summai*^  of  Statotics. 


Area  and  Popueation. 

1  have  no  alteration  to  record  this  year  in  the  area  of  the  Ad* 
ministrative  county,  neither  have  the  areas  of  the  constituent  dis¬ 
tricts  been  altered  since  my  last  Report.  Subsequent  to  the  period 
covered  by  this  Report— namely,  on  April  ist,  1917— the  Borough  of 
Stafford  was  enlarged  by  the  absorption  of  adjoining  parts  of  the 
Stafford  Rural  District,  a  change  which  Vvdll  have  to  be  taken  into 
account  in  next  year's  report. 

The  populations  of  the  various  districts  used  in  calculating  the 
deatii-rates  are  the  civil  populations  as  supplied  to  me  by  the  Regis¬ 
trar  General,  but  the  birth-rates  are  estimated  on  different  popula¬ 
tions, also  supplied  bj^  the  Registrar-General, and  based  on  the  assump 
tion  that  the  ratio  bet^veen  total  and  civilian  population  is  the  same 
in  the  districts  as  in  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 

In  tlxe  following  table,  the  census  population  of  the  administra¬ 
tive  County  for  1911,  the  civil  popirlation  estimated  to  the  middle 
of  1916,  and  the  estimated  population  for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at 
the  birtti-rate  are  set  forth. 


t 

 I. 

Census,  1911. 

Estimated 

Civil  Population 
middle  of  1916. 

Estimated 
Population 
for  Birth-rate 

-  ^  1 

""Urban..... = 

459811 

452765 

492616 

^^ural  .....isi.c.: 

208030 

197269 

. 

214632 

Total  ..  ... 

1 

667841 

650034 

707248 

Staffordsliiro 


Births — Deaths. 
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Births. 

The  l)irths  registered  in  the  Administrative  County  numd3ered 
16,611,  the  number  in  the  urban  districts  being  12,046,  and  in  the 
rural  districts  4,565, 

The  m.ean  birth-rates  in  the  whole  Administrative  County  and 
in  the  urban  and  rural  districts  respectively  for  five  quinquennial 
periods  and  for  the  past  three  years  are  shown  in  the  following  table, 
in  which  corresponding  rates  in  England  and  Wales  are  included  : — 


Birth-Rate  per  1000  of 
Population. 


DISTKP"rS. 


(^OinbiiiCLl 
Urban  A:  Raral 

*1  Urban  . 

I  Rural  . 


England  and  Wales 
Largo 

Towns  in  En:dand  .  . 


5  Years 
1888-11.93. 

5  Years 
1894-1898. 

5  Y  ears 
1899-1903. 

5  Years 
1904-1908. 

5  Y ears 
1909-1913' 

1914. 

1915. 

!916 

33  ■  6 

33-2 

32-5 

30-3 

27-8 

27-5 

25'  6 

23-4 

35  ■  5 

34-7 

33-6 

31-5 

29-2 

29-  1 

27-0 

24-4 

30-2 

30-5 

30-2 

27-0 

24-4 

23-8 

22-5 

21  -2 

30-8 

29-7 

28-7 

26-9 

24-5 

23-8 

21-8 

21  -6 

31-5 

30-7 

29-7 

27-8 

25-2 

25-0 

22*3 

* 

*  Not.  given  by  Registrar  General. 


It  will  be  noticed  that  there  is  again  a  considerable  decrease  in 
the  birth-rates  both  in  urban  and  rural  areas.  In  England,  as  a 
whole,  on  the  other  hand,  although  there  is  4  decline,  it  is  small  com¬ 
pared  with  that  of  Staffordshire. 


Deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  among  the  civil  population  of  the  Ad¬ 
ministrative  County  amounted  to  9,284,  the  number  in  the  urljan 
districts  being  6,572,  and  in  the  rural  districts  2,712. 

In  the  following  table  comparative  rates  for  five  quinquennial 
periods  and  for  the  past  three  years  are  given,  together  with  corre¬ 
sponding  figures  for  the  comitry  as  a  wliole,  and  for  large  and  small 
towns  throughout  England  : — 


H  Staffordshire 


l8 


Deaths — 'Infantile  M oHalitv—Sniall-pox—M easles. 


5  Y  ears 
1889-1893. 


Combined 


1  Urban  &  Rural 

18-  1 

;  Urban  . 

j 

18-9 

'Rural  . 

16- a 

gland  and  Wales 

19-1 

rgo  Towns . 

21-0 

laller  Towns 

17-6 

Death-Rate  per  1030  of  Population. 


Y  ears 
394-1898. 

5  Y  ears 
1899-19.3. 

5  Years 
1904-1908. 

5  Y  ears 
1909-1913. 

1914. 

1915. 

1913 

16-9 

16-  1 

14-6 

'  14-  1 

14;  1 

15-2 

14-2 

17' 5 

1 6  •  6 

1.5-  1 

■  14-7 

14-9 

15-9 

14-5 

15-7 

15-  1 

13-4 

'  12-7 

12-3 

13-7 

13-7 

17-4 

16-9 

15-3 

13-9 

14-0 

15-  1 

1 4  •  0 

19-0 

18-2 

15-8 

14-3 

14-7 

16-6 

14- 4 

15-9 

15-7 

14-9 

13-6 

13-4 

14-8 

13-0 

It  will  l)j  noticed  that  the  urban  rate  compares  favourably 
with  the  rate  for  1915,  while  the  mra.1  rate  is  identical.  Also,  that 
the  decline  in  the  urba,n  rate  corresponds  with  a  similar  decline  in 
the  urban  areas  throughout  England. 

Infantick  Mor'i'afity. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  record  tha,t  the  steady  decline 
in  infant  mortality  in  the  Administratir  e  County  during  recent  years 
has  been  maintained,  the  urba,n  nmrtality  this  year  being  96,  com¬ 
pared  with  1 17  the  previous  year,  and  the  rural  82,  compared  with 
86.  Having  regard  to  this  steady  decline  in  recent  years,  one  is 
justified  in  concluding  that  it  is  Ic.'gely  attributable  to  recent 
special  efforts  in  the  direction  of  the,  conserving  of  infant  life. 

Spkciaf  Zymotic  Death-rate. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  stcde  that  no  case  of  small-pox 
has  occurred  in  the  Administrative  County  during  the  3^ear, 

Measles. — In  the  Administrative  Comity,  84  deaths  occurred 
from  measles,  as  compared  with  356  in  1915,  equal  to  a  rate  per 
1,000  of  the  population  of  0.12,  as  against  0.54.  Of  these  deaths, 
70  occurred  in  the  urban  districts,  or  0.15  per  1,000,  and  14  in  the 
rural  districts,  producing  a  rate  of  0.07  per  tliousand. 
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M easlesScavlet  Fever — Diphtheria. 


In  the  following  table  corresponding  figures  are  given  for 
five  quinquennial  periods,  and  for  the  past  three  years  : — - 


MEASLES. 

5  Years 
1889-1893 

5  Years 
1894-1898. 

■ 

5  Years 
1399-1903. 

5  Years 
1904-190S. 

5  Years 
1909-1913. 

1914. 

1915. 

1916 

^  r  Number 
^  1  of  Deaths 

195 

239 

188 

211 

268 

154 

282 

70 

y  1  Rate 
^  C  per  1000 

'  0 

!  Cn 

0 

0-58 

0-42 

0-41 

0-54 

0-32 

0-62 

0*15 

r  Number 

S  of  Deaths 

66 

69 

40 

39 

30 

24 

74 

14 

^  ')  Rate 

£5  t  looo 

0-29 

0-30 

0-  17 

0-49 

0-  14 

0-11 

0-37 

•  0-07 

Scarlet  Fever, — In  the  Administrative  County,  54  deaths 
occurred  from  scarlet  fever,  as  compared  with  48  in  1915,  equal  to 
a  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population .  of  o'o8,  as  compared  with 
O' 07.  Of  these  deaths,  38  occurred  in  the  urban  districts,  or 
o’o8  pet  1000,  and  16  in  the  rural  districts,  producing  a  rate  of 
O' 08  uer  1,000.  In  the  following  table  corresponding  figures  are 
given  for  five  quinquennial  periods,  and  for  the  past  three  years 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

5  Years 
1889-1893. 

5  Years 
1804-189S. 

5  Y ears 
1899-1903. 

5  Years 
1904-1908. 

5  Years 
1909-1913. 

1914. 

1915- 

1916 

6  Number 
of  Deaths 

76 

95 

87 

56 

43 

5f 

41 

38 

iq  1  Rate 

^  C  per  1000 

0-  19 

0-23 

0-  19 

0-11 

0-08 

0-  12 

0-09 

0'08 

__  A  Number 
"g  ^  of  Deaths 

39 

37 

36 

16 

11 

’  7 

7 

16 

'}  Rato 

C  per  1000 

■ 

0-  17 

0-  16 

0-  15 

0-08 

0-05 

0-03 

0-03 

0-08 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup, — In  the  Adnrinistrative 
County,  156  deaths  occurred  from  diphtheria  and  membranous 
croup,  as  compared  with  105  in  T915,  equal  to  a  rate  per  1,000 
of  the  population  of  o'23  as  against  o' 16.  Of  these  deaths,  121 


Urba 


20  Diphtheria — Whooping  Cough. 

occurred  in  tlie  urban  districts,  or  o’ 26  per  1,000,  and  35 
in  the  rural  districts,  producing  a  rate  of  o  *  17  per  1,000.  In  the 
following  table  corresponding  figures  are  given  for  five  quin¬ 
quennial  periods,  and  for  the  past  three  years  : — 


DIPHTHERIA. 

Years 

5  Years 

5  Years 

5  Years 

5  Y  ears 

1914. 

1915* 

1 

1916 

18S9-1893. 

1894-1893. 

1899-1903. 

1904-1908. 

1909-1913, 

^  j  Number 

1  of  Deaths 

16 

79 

91 

84 

s. 

76 

69 

121 

)  Rate 

^  (  per  1000 

0-04 

0-  19 

0-20 

0-  16 

0*11 

0-  16 

0-  15 

0-26 

^  1  Nuiiiber 
g  )  of  Deaths 
A  1  Rate 
^  (  per  1000 

20 

52 

72 

28 

26 

35 

36 

35 

0-09 

0-23 

0-31 

0-  14 

0-  12 

0-  16 

0- 17 

0-17 

Whooping  Cough. — In  the  Adnrinistrative  County,  122 
deaths  occurred  from  whooping  cough,  as  compared  with  220 
in  1915,  equal  to  a  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  of  0'i8,  as 
against  o'gg.  Of  these  deaths,  93  occurred  in  urban  districts, 
or  O' 20  per  1,000,  and  29  in  rural  districts,  producing  a  rate  of 
O' 14  per  1,000.  In  the  following  table  corresponding  figures  are 
given  for  five  quinquennial  periods,  and  for  the  past  three  years 


WHOOPING 

COUGH. 


Number 
of  Deaths 
Rate 
per  1000 


;-i 


Number 
of  De'aths 
Rate 
per  1000 


-  -  - 

5  Years 
1889-1893. 

5  Years 
1894-1898. 

5  Years 
1899-1903. 

5  Years 
1904-  1908. 

5  Years 
1909-1913. 

1914. 

1915- 

1916 

.182 

172 

152 

175 

132 

135 

179 

93 

0-47 

0-42 

0-34 

0-34 

0’27 

0-28 

0'39 

0-20 

■62 

54 

44 

42 

40 

27 

41 

29 

0-22 

0-24 

0’  19 

0-20 

0*  19 

0- 12 

0*20 

0-14 

Rural  I  Urban 


Enteric  F ever — Diarrhoea  &  Enteritis — Tuberculosis.  21 

Enteric  Fever. — ^This  disease,  which  must  be  looked  upon 
as  being  entirely  preventable,  caused  18  deaths,  compared  with 
14  in  1915,  equal  to  a  rate  of  0*02  in  each  year.  Of  these, 
14  occurred  in  urban  and  4  in  rural  districts,  equalling  a  rate 
per  1,000  of  the  population  respectively  of  o  ’og  and  0‘02.  In 
the  followmg  table  corresponding  figures  are  given  for  five  quin¬ 
quennial  periods,  and  for  the  past  three  years  : — 


ENTERIC  FEVER 

5  Y  ears 

5  Years 

3  Years 

5  Years 

j 

5  Years 

1914. 

1915- 

1916 

1889-1893. 

1894-1898. 

1899-1903. 

1904-1908. 

1909-1913. 

0  Number 
)  of  Deaths 

59 

84 

71 

49 

24 

20 

12 

14 

1  Rate 

^  (.  per  1000 

0-  15 

0-20 

0*  16 

0-09 

0-05 

O' 04 

0-02 

0-03 

^  /  Number 
^  \  of  Deaths 
^  j  Rate 

29 

19 

22 

6 

9 

5 

2 

4 

per  1000 

0-  12 

0-08 

0-09 

0-03 

0-04 

1 

0-02 

0-01 

0-02 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis.- — Hitherto  it  has  been  the  practice  to 
record  the  diarrhoea  death-rate  on  the  basis  of  general  population, 
but  the  Registrar-General  has  now  taken  as  a  basis  the  number  of 
deaths  from  this  disease  among  infants  under  two  years  per  1,000 
births  registered  during  the  year.  As  it  is  only  among  infants  that 
deaths  from  diarrhoea  are  significant  from  a  liealth  point  of  view,  this 
new  method  of  utilizing  the  figures  available  will,  as  time  goes  on 
and  comparative  records  are  extended,  afford  a  more  valuable  index 
as  to  the  efficacy  of  the  preventive  measures  in  operation. 

The  following  are  the  mean  rates  for  urban  and  rural  areas  in 
the  Admmistrative  County  on  the  new  basis  of  calculation  : — ^Urban, 
14.0  ;  and  rural,  9.4.  The  rates  for  individual  areas  are  set  forth  in 
the  detail  tables  at  tire  end  of  this  Report. 

Tuberculosis. — Since  February  ist,  1913,  tuberculosis  (both 
pulmonary  and  other  fonns),  which  had  been  partially  notifiable 
previously,  became  universall}^  notifiable. 

In  the  following  table  figures  are  given  showing  the  number 
of  primary  notifications  received  from  medical  practitioners, 
medical  officers  of  institutions,  and  school  medical  inspectors  during 
the  twelve  months,  sub-divided  as  regards  sex,  age  periods,  and 
locality  of  disease. 
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It  is  interesting  to  note  that  fewer  notifications  have  been 
received  tins  year  than  in  1915,  and  that  the  numbers  have  declined 
each  year  since  notification  became  general,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
following  figures  : — 

1913— 1,722  1915—1,233 

1914 —  1,399  1916 — 1,048 

No  doubt  the  diminishing  figures  are  explained  by  a  surmise 
I  made  three  years  ago  tliat  the  early  figures  would  be  higher  than 
those  of  the  succeeding  few  years,  because  they  naturally  would 
iiiclude  a  considerable  nuiiiber  of  cases  of  long  standing. 
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Births  occurring  during  the  year. 
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